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CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT BEFORE YOU PRINT THIS DOCUMENT  
 

id est consider what it would feel like if Captain Planet drove his foot into your balls 



GENERAL STUFF ABOUT THE SECTION: THE TUBAE 
 

1. While Tubas is acceptable, the true plural of Tuba is Tubae. 

2. There is no one sole leader of the tuba section, for all tubae are worthy of 

leadership. We do, though, have one member of the section who serves as Section 

Liaison: 

a. The duties of the Section Liaison are to attend Bandstaph meetings, 

coordinate activities with other sections, and oversee the planning of tuba 

activities. 

b. The Section Liaison is chosen by the convening of all elder tubae at the 

last Tuesday night rehearsal of the previous season. 

3. If you ever find it someday, the leader cord of the section is passed around to 

various members throughout the season. It is typically worn by a member whose 

parents are attending the event. 

4. Tubae donôt traditionally aardvark. If you really want to though, by all means, go 

nuts. 

5. Tubae wear Tuba Hats, not sailor caps. We also donôt wear those mangy white 

gloves (usually just something that keeps our hands warm instead).  

6. The Happy Bus is governed by the Tube Section. If the Head Manager tries to tell 

you otherwise, this should be cause for a violent revolt. 

a. The Section Liaison is the bus captain of the Happy Bus, unless he or she 

decides to delegate the position to another Tuba. Delegation to members 

of other sections is strongly discouraged. 

b. The song of the Happy Bus should be sung upon each departure. The song 

is: 

 The Happy Bus, the Happy Bus, the Bus is on its way-hey-hey 

 The Happy Bus, the Happy Bus; the Bus is on its way! 

 The kids who ride the Happy Bus, all ride the greatest bus 

 The kids who ride the other bus, all wish that they were us (dead)! 

 The Happy Bus, the Happy Bus, the Bus is on its way-hey-hey 

 The Happy Bus, the Happy Bus; the Bus is on its way (this Song is 

 really gay)! 

7. Rules of the Tuba Section: 

i. Tubae are ugly 

ii.  Tubae drink beer 

iii.  Tubae get chicks 

 Note: ñchicksò is a gender neutral term 

8. Tubas-L is our list serve. It is one of the few that remains open to non-members. 

9. The nasty white chair on the risers is the great tuba chair, generously donated to 

us by the streets of Montreal. Little do they know it, but other sections sit in it 

only with our consent. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RULE #2



INTRA-BAND RELATIONSHIP ADVICE: DEALING WITH THE OTHERS 

 

Some of this is probably already no longer relevant, but some of this will never 

change: The trombones are like cousins to usé We all have times when we want to 

strangle our fellow family members, but we generally share a similar cause. The 

trumpets, on the other hand, suck. A lot. Never let a clarinet know too much about you. 

Before trying to be social with a percussion member, know that itôs probably a lost cause. 

Flutes, while they on occasion might truly manage to be hot, should always be eyed with 

suspicion, and you will probably do better trying to trample them. Horns are chill. Saxes 

are generally very friendly although you may find yourself wanting to sedate them. 

Always offer hugs to the Head Manager (after demanding that they show you their boobs, 

of course), and while he or she may deny it, know that section sovereignty always 

surpasses Drum Major authority. 

 

 

 
All saxes gottaô die sometime.



 

 

 

 
 

RULE #3



THE NORMAL ROUTINE: HOW WE ROLL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rehearsals 

1. The Tuba Section may choose to arrive at report time as prescribed by the Drum 

Major and Head Manager, or may set a Tuba Report Time. 

a. Tuba Report Time is generally a half hour to an hour later than actual 

report time. The separation from actual report time varies uniquely from 

event to event, however, and has no limits. It is usually rather dependent 

on the intoxication encountered the night before. 

2. A football or some similar object is typically brought for the purpose of 

entertainment during dull parts of rehearsal. 

3. During breaks, a few tubae traditionally chase the sax section and try to steal their 

Frisbee. When this doesnôt work, we have occasionally resorted to trying to steal 

their hot cocoa wagon. This has a history of ending poorly, be advised. 

 

 
Just stay away from thisé seriously. 

WTF?? 



Parades 

1. Tubae march at the front of the band. In a 4X, the section forms a column on each 

side of the Trombone section. In a 2X, the section marches in front of the 

Trombones and behind the Drum Major and Head Manager.  

2. The common horn move of the tuba section goes down, up, left, right. Upon 

halting, the section turns left, right, up, and then hops. 

3. Whenever initially stepping off, the tubae complete at least one full spin every 

fourth measure of the initial cadence. We usually do this four times. 

4. Cheers and chants: 

a. At step off or after playing Davie:  

And up and down and side to side (2X)  

And up! 

 

b. At second cadence:  

Here we go gathering nuts and berries (3X)  

So early in the, morning! 

Here we go gathering Mad Dog (3X)  

And donôt forget the pretzels! 

 

c. Splooie. At the appropriate cadence, the beginning of Bring Tha Noize is 

chanted by the section. The part of Bring Tha Noize that the tuba section 

chants is: 

 Whoa, Bass, how low can you go 

 Death Row, what a brother knows 

 Once again back is the incredible, 

 The rhyme animal, the incredible, 

 D Public Enemy Number One 

 5-0 says "Freeze!" 

 

At this point, the loudest of the tubae or a member specifically selected as 

the splooie-master (or whatever the hell you want to call them) shouts: 

 Tubas, Splooie! 

 

The section will then bend down and kick their feet out in tempo while 

swinging their arms back and forth. After four measures, the same tuba 

will shout: 

 Lower! 

 

The same move is continued, only this time as low to the ground as 

possible. Before another four measures are over, a straight march is called, 

signaling the section to return to the common parade march. 



Instead of this maneuver, a number of alternate Splooies may be called 

after the Bring Tha Noize chant. These include, but are not limited to: 

i. Hat Splooie. The section takes their hats off and taps the person in 

front of them. After lower is called, the tubae tap a lower part of 

the body. Use your imagination. 

ii.  Disco March. The section does a disco dance. 

iii.  Penguin March. This should only be called on a rainy day when 

ponchos are worn. The section flaps their arms and makes penguin 

noised. 

iv. DJ March. The section dances in an exotic hip-hop fashion. Instead 

of lower, the caller calls goofier. 

d. Anti-Martinez chants. These occur when the trumpet section begins their 

Martinez chant. A tuba calls: 

 When I say T, you say R 

 When I say U, you say M éetc, spelling out Trumpets. 

 T, (R), U, (M), P, (E), T, (S) 

 

At this point the whole section should proceed in chanting: 

 Kill the trumpets! Kill, kill the trumpets! (4X) 

 

Alternate chants include, but are not limited to: 

i. Bagel: 

 When I say bagel, you say ñbah-gleò 

 When I say soda, you say ñpopò 

 When I say what, you say ñpopò 

 When I say no, you say Rochester éetc. 

ii.  Montana: 

 When I say M, you say O 

 When I say N, you say T é etcé 

 When I say A, you say Grizzlies 

 M, (O), N, (T), A, (N), A, (Grizzlies) 

 Go Montana, up with Montanaé 

  

e. Letôs go Red. For general situations: 

 Letôs go Red! (3X) Letôs go boogie down! Whoo! 

  

For a game, substitute letôs go boogie down with [opponent] is going 

down. 

 

5. A number of other smaller moves such as hopping, high kicking, and Heisman 

poses are performed at the appropriate cadences. 

6. Traffic Blocking. Whenever the band comes across a roadway that must be 

crossed, one tuba for each lane of traffic will fall out and dance in the lane to 

block the traffic. Once the band has passed the tuba(e) bow(s) and then run(s) 

back to the front of the band. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


